
FIRST TRUK LEGTSIATURE AF THE STATE OF TRUK _

THIRD REGUI-A.R SESSION, SECAND SPECIAL SE.S.STOfl

BEGUN E HELD AN !'TAEN IS. TRUK STATE T".s.M. ON MONDAY

THE NINETEENTH AF JANUARY NTNETEEN HUNDRED EIGHTY ONE ACT NO. 7-136

.AN 
ACT

CaTJing a Const i tut ional  Convent ion fot  the.State of  Truk,  prescr ib ing i ts
powers, dutjes and functions, authorizing moneg therefor, and fot othet
DUtDOSeS,

Be it, enacted bg the IegisTature of Truk-

Sect ion 1. .  Const i tut ionaL Convent ion.  A Const i tut iona]  Convent ion

js estab- l jshed fot  the purpose'of  draf t ing a const i tut )on for  the State of

?ruk. The Convention shal7 be known as tlle Truk ConstltutionaL Convention,

Sect ion 2.  Sessions of  convent .  The Convent ion shaLJ be convened

a t  9 :30  a .m .  on  Oc tobe r  72 ,  1987 ,  and  sha l \  con t j nue  t o  be  i n  sess ion  f o t

no Tonger than sixtg meeting dags. The Convention shaLT neet Mondag through

Ftidag except lega7 holidags; PR7TTDED that Convention sessions nag be held

on weekeads or hoiidags, or the Convention mag lecess for a period not to

exceed th i r tg dags b9 a ra jor i tg vote of  the deleqates of  the Convent ion.

Sect ion 3.  De]esates.  The Convent ion shaLl  consjst  of  f i f tg-eight

deLegates,  aLi  of  whanoshaTl  be c i t izens of  the Federated States of

Mictonesia and tesidents of  the State,  selected as foTLows:

( l )  Each of  the Thir teen lcgis lat ive ELecxion Distr ic ts,  as

designated jn the.state Clar ter ,  shalL e- lect  at  a speciaT or  generaL

e- lect jon pt ior  to JuTg J7,  J981, delegates jn the nunbers shown in

Art icLe XI  of  the ?ruk .State Charter .

(2) A71 tecognized traditional chiefs in each of the Thirteen

Icgisl,ature ETection Djsttjcts sial..Z se.lect from among thenseLves

one delegate,

(3)  Al- l  ,s tate senators in each of  the Thi t teen Icgis lat ive

Elect ion Distr jc ts,  as designated jn t le State Ciar ter ,  shaJT elect

ftom among tllensel.ves one deLegate.
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(4) other delegates bg virtue of their positions ot offices

incl -ude:

(a)  Govetnot ;

' '  
. :  ( b ) '  Speake t ;

, (c)  'Chief  Just ice;  and

'  
(d)  Chairnan oi  tn.  s tate Magistrate conference.

6)  SeLect ion resul ts under su.bsect jons 2 and 3 shal l '  be nade

known to the State ETection commjssjonet within ten dags of selection.

secxion 4. El-ections. The deTegates to be eTected undet subsecxion

of ,sect ion 3 of  th is Acx shal f  be eiected as foLTows:

(1)  ALI  c i t izens of  the Federated States of  Micronesia who

are qual i f ied - to vote in state e- lect jons are qua'Ti f ied to vote for

delegates to i}le Convention. Regjstration to vote jn state eLections

.sha.l.l 
a]so De registration to vote fCt deTegates to tj]e Convention.

(2L Ang petson who is tventg-five geats of age or oidet who

t3 '  Ci t iz}n Of the Fedetated States of  Mictonesia and is  a qual i f ied

votet  for  state e. lect jons shaf- l  be el ig ibTe fot  eLect ion as a deleqate

frcttrt the eiection district of tesidence.

(31 TIrc name of ang candidate for election "as 
a delegate sha17

be ptinted on an official baJ.iot to be used at tie election fot choos-

i ng  cand ida tes  onTg  i f  p t i o t  t o  4 :30  P .m . t  JDT I I  L7 r  1987 ,  a  nom ina t i on

paper shalL have been fited in the office of the ETecxion corfltLissioner

o n b j s b e b a l f w h j c h s t a t e s h j s i n t e n t j o n t o t e p r e s e n t a p a t t i c u ] ' a r

djstrict together witi the sigmature of not Less than twentg'five

gualifr'ed votets of tbat patticulat distrjct. There shalL be deposited

yitll each nomination Paper a non'refundable fee of twentg'five doLiats.

fhe Election ComnissiOnet shal7 Pag ovet a17 such nomination fees to

tne .state Tteasuret to tenain availabLe fot defraging costs of the

el-ect ion.

( 4 ) T h e n a m e s o f c a n d i d a t e s f o t e a 7 h e T e c t i o n d j s t r i c t s h a l ] ' b e

on separate batTots which sha77 De substant iaTlg in the same fotm as

tDose used fot genetal eTection of pubTic officers'

(5I  The ETect ion comnjssionet t  ot  h:s desigmee, shal f  upon recerPt

of the nomination papet indorse tiereon the dag, hout and ninute that

such nomination PaPer js recejYed

( f . .



(6)  In ease of  a t ie vote in the eject ion for  a deLegate,  the

'  
candidates 'who received the same number of  votes shalL draw lots

undet the supervis ion of  the ELect ion commissioner to determine who

sha.l.l serve as a de.legate.

. 
(7 ) Each person voting for delegates sjla-l-l be petmitted to vote

fot the number of deiegates to which the eLection district in which

he votes is entitied, anid th" candidates teceiving the aighest number

of votes cast from each eJ.ection distrjct shall- be deleqates to the

Convention from that eLection district. The candidates not eLected

'shal-l be designated as aTternates in the otder in which their voce

totals appear;

' (8) Except as ot-herrrise specificaTlg provided in tj?js act. the

eLection of delegates to the Convention shaLi be conducted, the returns

"made, 
tJle resu-zts ascertained, and the certifications of per.sors elected

to be deJ.egates to the Convention, pursuant to the State Ejection Act

o f  7978 .

(9I The Convention sha77 ^be ttre sole judge of the election returns

and qualificatjons of deJegates.

Sect.fon 5.' Vacancr'e:

(7I_ As used jn t}ris Sectjont the tetn ,,vacancg,, includes a vacancg

from:

(aL death;

@). resignationi and

(cL ilcapacitg to seive as a del.egate bg teason of iTlness,

upop a frldjng of the same Dy the Conyention.

(2L A vacancg fot ang delegate ejected or selected shaLl. be filLed

bg tbe candidate receiving the next frighest number of votes in the el_ection,

or sel'ection of delegates from t}]e sane e-lection district. rn the event

t f iete is  no aLternat ive deTegate,  the Governor sha17 appoint  a resident

of the djstrict tnvoTved wlro has tl:e gualificatjons of a deLegate to

tiJl the vacancg.

a t
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Sect ion 6.  Pre-Convent ion Ccnnni t tee.

' (7) There shaTL be a Pte-Convention Cornittee r+hich shaJL con-

sjst  of  the seventeen delegates eLected and se-Zected under Subsect ions

(3) and (4)  of  Sect jon 3 of  th is act .  The corutLi t tee shaLJ'  hoTd meet ings

not -less than twenttl dags prior to the fjrst rneeting dag of the Con-

vent ion.  At  the neet ings the deLegates sha. l l :

'  (a)  otganize' into a conni t tee and shaLl  eLect  a chai tman,

-  a v ice-chai tman and a sectetarg;

(b) draft ptoposed ru-les of procedure fot adoption bg the

" Conventioni

(cI facil,itate the brcrk of the Convention bg ensuring that

.. acconmodations and facj-ljtjes fot the Convention are in ptopet

otdet; and

(dI take such reasonabTerand appropriate actions to

acconplish the above dutjes and the putpose of the Convention-

Sect ion 7. '  Ptocedure.

A) The Convention stafl convene on Noen IsLand ax a Tocation

selected bg the Pte-Convention ColrtitteeT

AL the Chairnan of the Pte-convention conmitteet ot jn his

absencer the Vice-Chaitman, snaTl act as Presjdent of the Convention

until, tlre Convention shal.I sel,ect a President from among its membership.

(3) The Conventjon sfia-ll. e7ect, ftom among its memlershiP, a Pre-

sjdent and such additional officers as it ruy deem necessarg and

apptopr iate.

(4)  The Convent ion shaLT establ jsh such commjt tees as i t  nag deem

necessarg and appropr iate to carrg out  j ts  dut jes.

(5) :Ihe Convention shaLT adopt its orsrt ru.les of ptocedure not

inconsjstent  wi th th js act , '  PROVIDEDT HGIWERt that  no const j tut jona- l

-_ 
provis iot t  nag be f inaf lg adopted bg the convent ion except bg the

affjrmatjye votes of not Less than thtee-foutths of the deLegates

present,  a quorum being present,  and that  no vot ing except in person

shal.l be permitted, and that alstentjons shaJT not be counted as

af f i tmat ive votes in detetnin in i  Che resul t  of  ang vote bg the

Convent ion to f inal lg adopt a const j tut jonal  ptovis ion.

(5)  A quorun shaLJ consist  of  th 'o ' th i rds of  the deLegates,

unl.ess the Convention bg jts ru-les of procedure mag ptovide for a

Q o - o -



gteaEet  num-bet .

sect ion 8.  rnvest igat ive Powers.  The Convent ior l  and j ts  coi- :T: : :€es

,,and su,bcornnittees shai-l be investrgating cornmittees as defjned j.n Truk

s ta te  Law  No .27 -37  and  sha lL  have  a l J  o f  t he  powers  and  au tho r i t j . e s , : : . :

a l - l  th-e appropt iate penaJt ies which nag be given to invest igat ing cornj i . i . r i :ees

as  se t  f o r t h  i n  T ruk , s ta te - I au t  No .  27 -32 .

Sect ion 9.  Dut ies.  The Convent ion s ia- l - t  draf t  a const i tut ion for

the .State of  Truk.  The Const i tut ion shaTL'contain provis ions for  the

exercise of  legis lat ive,  judic iaT,  and execut i r /e funct ions,  for  the quaranxee

of indiv idual  r ights,  fot  estabi is lment of  a government that  is  d i tect lg

responsive to t}re freelg expressed rvjshes of'the peopLe of Truk. rt s11a.l.l

. 
provide fot an effectlve d.atet and sharr req.uite approval bg a popurar

tefetendun as sPectYjed in tlu's act. The Convention shaLl transmit a

certitied copg of the adopted and signedlconstjtutjon and Convention Journal-

to the Govetnot and the Speaker of the IagisTature. upon receipt of the

Constitution the Governor shal"l, cal-7 a tefetendum on the Constitution

su.bject to t]le ptovisions of Section L4 of this acx. ptior to hjs ca-l-linq

tlte referendum on the constjtutjon. the Governor shaJl cause t}re Constitution

to De tran.slated into Trukese Language.

Sect ion 70.  Support .

AI The officers and empTogees of t}:e State covetnment shaLj

cooperate with the Convention bg furnishing such information as rag

be caJled for  in connect ion wi th research act iv i t ies of  the convent)-on.

(2). rfie .state Government shaLl provide such adml.nistrative, tech-

nical and staff assistance to the convention and pre-convention Com-

mjt tee a.s mag be necessarg.

Sect ion LJ.  Adf i in ist rat ive IEave.  Off ic ia ls and empJogees of  the

State Government who are delegate.s to tJle Convention shaiL be granted

-* 
admjnjstrative Leave with pag to attend the convention and ang pre-conventjon

actjvitres as nag be determined bg the pre-convention connnittee.

Sec t i on  72 .  Sa ]a r j es  and  Expenses  o f  De leqa tes .

(1)  DeLegates to the Convent ion who are not  empToged bg the state,

IVat iona-I ,  and rrust  rerr i torg Govetnnent sha] l  receive a saJa.rg as

determined bq the Pre-convention connittee, and made avaiiabl,e to the

Codvention.

q g
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(2)  A77 DeJ.egates s ia. l l  be ent i t led to reasonabTe and necessarg

expenses as determined bg the Pte-convention comnittee and made

ava iLab ie  t o  t he  Conven t i on .

sect ion 13- PubTic Educat ion.  The Directot  of  PubTic Af fa i ts  shaLL

cond.uct education ptogtams on th.e Convention and the draft Constitution

ftom the time the Convention convenes unti-l tlre date of the tefetendum on

the Const j tut ion adopted bg th? Convent ion.

Sect ion L4.  Refef tndum. '

QI The Governor bg ptoclamation sha77 set a date foi the re-

fetendum for the rati'fication of the consxitution adoPted bg the

convention,which shatl be held(f6-Eter than the fitst Tuesdag

foltowing the firsLJtondag in March l'983.

(2) ExcePt as otherltise ptovided jn thr's Section, the ptovisions

of the Ttu& State Election Act of J978 shal7 applg to the teferendum'

C 3 L T h e t e f e r e n d . u m b a l ] . o t s } n T T a p p e a r s u D s t a n t j a T T g a s f o T ] . o w s :

STATE CONSTITUTTONAL REFERENDUM

Do gou aPprove of tbe Constitution of the State of Ttuk as

adopted bg the Truk constjtutiona-l convention?

rEsy / NO'L-J

(41 ?De resu.Its of the referendum sha-l-l De certified bV the

Ejection Comrnjssjoner who shafl t-ransmjt such cerxification to the

IcgisTature which shall be the sole judge of the tefetendum and the

resu.l

Sect jon .15.  Authot izat ion!

( f l  The sum of  9200rA00, or  so much thereof  as mag be'necessarq,

is autttorized fron the GeneraL Fund of the Legisl"ature for the purpose

of cartging out the ptovisions of tltis act as foLlows:

(al Eiection of DeTegates ;  and

(bL Ex?enses of the Convention: 
' '

i 0 c
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(2)  ?he sum authot ized bg Sect ion jS ( I )  (a)  of  th is act  shal .L

be aJ-Lot ter i  to the Governor who shaiL be responsibre for  ensur ing

thaf  these funds are used onlg for  the purpose speci f ied in sect ion

15 (1)  (a)  and that  no obl igat ions are incurred jn excess of  the

sum apptoprtrated. Ang part of this appropriation not obLigated as

of  October 12, ,198J. ,  s ia. l . l  revert  to the Genetal .  Fund of  the Truk

IegisJature

- (31 _ The Govetnor..shal,l. submit a report. to the LegisTatute not

. -later than October L3t 798I, wljch shalj provide for the fulj dis-

' closure of the obligations incurtei! against the sum apptoptiated.

bg Sect ion f5.( f  )  G) ot  t t r js  act .

(4L ?he-sum apptopt iated bg Sect ion fS ( l )  (b)  ot  t } l js  act  sha. i . l

be allotted. tJ trre President of the convention who shaLi be responsibl-e

"for 
ensuring tttat ttrese funds are used onJ-g for tIrc purpose specified

in Sectjon )S Lf) (b) and that no obligations are incurred jn excess

of the sum appropr-iated. AnV part of this apptopriation not obl,igated.

as of Januarg J4, J,982, stall tevert to tAe General Fund of the

tEgrisJ.atu]^e,

(51 The President of the Convention sha.I] submit a reporx to

the LegisTatureonot Later  than Februarg J-5t  Lgg2. which shal-L provide

for a futl djscJosure of the obTigations jncurred against tlle surn

apptoptiated bg Section f5 (f) Lb) of t.hjs act.

Sectiop J6, Effectit/e Date. ?hjs Act sl]a.l.Z take effect upon apptovaL bg

thg Governott o, upon jts Decoming law vithout such approval,

,r-
s i s n e d  W ;  (  

/  i ,  
' r - l  , ,  l (  ) ,  ,  * '

,{.t42 TadTshi c. wai.fiit, speaker
l/ Ttuk rcaislathre

A f f a c f a d  f ^ ;

L

fl
i/

Datasi  ALbert
Leg i s] ati ve C I er k / S ect etarg
Truk icgislature
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